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Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 

1 Inglis Street 

12:00 pm 

 

Minutes 
 

 
PresentReps:  Alastair MacLeod – Chair 

Dave Ervin (CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

Gerard Boudreau (CB Building Trades) 

Jim Merkley (Rotary Club of Sydney) 

Terry Ivey (CB District Health Authority) 

Keith MacDonald – Vice Chair – (Cape Breton Partnership) 

 

Guests:  Ken Swain (Special Advisor, PWGSC) 

   Mike Thomas (Practice Leader, Performance Measurement, PWGSC) 

Donnie Burke (Project Director, STPA) 

Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 

Gary Campbell (NS Lands Inc.) 

Aaron Bower (PWGSC) 

 

Regrets:  Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 

Robert Livingstone (Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Assoc.) 

Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Dan White (LEB, STPA) 

Dave MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 

Susan King (ACAP Cape Breton) 

Belinda Campbell (PWGSC) 

Meggan Desmond (Communications Officer, STPA) 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome 
 

The meeting came to order at 12:00. The Chair welcomed all; regrets were received from 

Marjorie Butts and Susan King.  
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2. Approval of Agenda 
 

UPON MOTION by Reverend Kimbley seconded by Dave Ervin it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for May 15, 2013, be approved. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

UPON MOTION by Dave Ervin seconded by Terry Ivey it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for April 17, 2013, as amended, be approved. 

 

 

4. Communications 

 
Aaron Bower, Communications Advisor, PWGSC, reviewed the communications aspect of the 

project update earlier distributed.  

 

Jim Merkley asked if there are rules concerning using personal names to name the park.  Mr. 

Bower said the Geographic Board of Canada prefers not to use personal names for naming the 

park; it would be appropriate for small parts, but not the overall park.   

 

Randy Vallis mentioned that several years ago, a grade 5 class from Colby School drew pictures 

showing their vision of how the park will look when completed, Mr. Vallis said it is surprising 

how closely their pictures resemble the final design.  

 

 

5. Project Update 
 

Donnie Burke, Project Director, STPA, reviewed the construction aspect of the CLC project 

update earlier distributed. 

 

The Chair asked if we are a year ahead of schedule.  Ken Swain, Special Advisor with PWGSC, 

said when the Project began, back in March of 2004, they choose March 2014 as the end date. It 

was chosen mainly because it is the government fiscal year end, and that while the Project is 

ahead of schedule it is only by a few months, not a year. 

 

Dave Ervin said in the early days of CLC a question came up about how much money would be 

left for future site use, at that time they hoped to have $7M, as we are under budget Mr. Ervin 

wanted to know how much is actually there for future use.  Mr. Swain said when they were 

deciding what should be done with the remediated land they felt it should be more than open 

fields so $20M was set-aside to develop the area, i.e. walking trails, etc.  Mr. Vallis said there 
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was a need to provide the community with a healthy environment and that the CLC played a big 

part in that process.   

 

Terry Ivey asked how they will deal with graffiti.  Gary Campbell said there have been many 

discussions about possible ways to deal with graffiti, such as adding more security.  Mr. Burke 

said public education is a big part of stopping graffiti and engaging the community in such things 

as the Name the Park contest has been shown to help stop graffiti. 

 

Mr. Vallis said voluntary committees, such as the CLC, are a valuable resource and that there 

may be areas where the CLC could assist the province with maintaining the park in the future. 

 

Reverend Kimbley said when the CIBC Head Office in Toronto was built it was vandalized with 

graffiti within the first week, but each time they left graffiti, it was painted over right away.  

Within six months it stopped; early attention to graffiti works.  Mike Thomas, (Practice Leader, 

Performance Measurement, PWGSC) said there is evidence of this but it is very expensive.  Mr. 

Vallis suggested not going to the media if graffiti happens – not giving the perpetrators their 15 

minutes of fame.  Gerard Boudreau suggested a blank mural for graffiti might be a something 

good idea.  The Chair said there is some logic to suggest youth will focus on the park and take 

pride in what they have been given.   

 

Mr. Ivey said Donnie Deleski should be remembered if not by naming the park name after him 

then by naming a monument for him.  Mr. Vallis said in the future a dedication can be submitted 

and the province will perhaps dedicate special features of the park to an individual. 

 

 

6. Project Legacy Discussion 

 
Keith MacDonald said there have been a number of companies working on the Project and it is 

important to showcase the capacity of workers.  Mr. MacDonald said a barbeque or luncheon 

would be a way to say thank-you to workers.   Mr. Vallis said during the three days of 

celebration there will be time to showcase the workers.    

 

Mr. MacDonald said the Partnership’s June Report will include a capacities study on industry 

which will reflect how many technicians, engineers, etc. are available with experience from this 

project and others in the local area. 

 

Mr. MacDonald suggested a creating a Project pin as part of the legacy component that 

companies can use to show their participation on the Project.  Mr. Vallis told him it is already in 

the works, the design could also be used for letterhead.   

 

Mr. Vallis said the special governance that is being used on this Project can be used anywhere.  

Mr. Swain said any government project i.e. Giant Mine, Port Hope can use what has worked on 

this Project. They can use this project as a governance model and apply it to their situation.  The 

lessons learned here will benefit others.  
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Mr. Merkley asked how we can use what was learned here.  Mr. Swain said with a PWGSC 

lessons learned review, discussions with the IE, CLC and others. Mr. Merkley said legacy asks 

how is the community a better place now than it used to be.  

 

The Chair said there are several components of legacy, one is education; two is adaptation -

distaste at first and in time it was proven to be a good experience; and three, adoptive, which is a 

good term to describe legacy.   

 

Mr. MacDonald thought it would be a good idea to meet in October, after the September event to 

reflect and to officially say we are done.  Former members should be invited to the last meeting. 

 

 

7. CLC Feedback 
 

Mr. Ervin told those present that the CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc. wanted him to pass 

on their thanks the CLC and those that worked on the Project. 

 

 

7a. Donation to Emma VanNostrand Scholarship Fund 
 

The Chair said the obituary said no wreaths but contributions can be made to the educational 

fund.   The question is should it come from the CLC or on an individual basis.  Consensus was it 

should come from the CLC.  Mr. Vallis said a contribution will be made from the Tar Ponds and 

Partners on behalf of the CLC. 

 

 

8. Wrap-up Discussion 
 

The Chair said we have had our last two meetings before we meet again in August for our final 

meeting. 

 

 

9. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 


