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The federal Participant Funding Program (PFP) is designed to facilitate
public participation in environmental assessments (EA) by review panels.
The legislative provision for a PFP is contained in subsection 58(1.1) of the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (the Act) which states: "For the
purposes of this Act, the Minister shall establish a PFP to facilitate the
participation of the public in mediations and assessments by review panels."

On October 25 and 26, 2005, a Participant Funding Review Committee
(FRC), which is independent of the joint review panel, met to review
funding applications received by the PFP for the public to take part in the
review of the environmental impact statement, and in preparing for and
participating in the public hearings of the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke
Ovens Sites Remediation Project. The FRC members were Mr. Hugh Hall,
Ms. Donna McCready, and Mr. William Coulter, Director of the Atlantic
Regional Office from the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the
Agency).
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This report provides applicants, as well as the Canadian public, with the
rationale behind the FRC's recommended allocation of federal funds. The
FRC reviewed seventeen applications requesting a total of $306,777.

Background

On September 9, 2005, the Agency announced the availability of $194,640
in participant funding to assist groups and individuals to take part in the
joint panel review of the tar ponds and coke ovens remediation project in
Sydney, Nova Scotia. The Phase II funding amount of $194,640 represents
$150,000 originally set aside for this phase, plus the remainder of funds not
awarded for Phase I participant funding.

On June 7, 2005, the Agency and Nova Scotia Environment and Labour
(NSEL) successfully negotiated a draft agreement for a joint review panel of
the proposed Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens Sites Remediation Project.
The Agency and NSEL are now consulting the public on this draft
agreement.

The proposed remediation project consists of several components:
controlling surface water (at the tar ponds and coke ovens) and
groundwater (at the Coke Ovens);

●   

removing and destroying selected contaminants from both sites;●   

treating in-place selected contaminants at both sites;●   

containing remaining contaminants at both sites;●   

site surface restoration and landscaping at both sites; and●   

developing long-term monitoring and maintenance plans for both
sites.

●   

Principles

To allocate the available funds in a fair, consistent and transparent manner,
the FRC agreed to the following:

applicants must demonstrate an interest in the project's environmental
effects;

●   

applicants must show that a representation of their interests will
contribute to the Joint Review Panel's investigation of the proposed
effects and be in conformity with the Panel's Terms of Reference; and

●   

the available funds must be allocated to ensure, to the extent possible,
that the communities affected by the project are fairly represented.

●   

General comments

The FRC appreciated the collaborative effort made by many applicants in
their proposed activities to avoid overlap in their review of EIS.
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The FRC suggested that five groups with similar areas of interest
collaborate on the acquisition of professional services to review the EIS.
Some additional funding has been recommended for each of these groups
for the development of individual representations to the Panel. The five
groups in question are: Sydney & Area Chamber of Commerce; Sydney
Academy; Cape Breton Business Partnership; Metro Cape Breton Junior
Chamber; and Environmental Careers Organization.

The FRC was concerned about the insufficient detail and justification for
funding provided by some applicants regarding the objectives in their
proposed activities and expense categories. The FRC took into consideration
only the activities which were clearly relevant to the review of the EIS and
participation at the public hearings and it allocated amounts deemed
reasonable based on the information provided in the applications.

Recommendations

The FRC recommends awarding a total of $169,947 to thirteen applicants
(see attached list)

The FRC based its recommendations on the following:
Consistent application of the eligibility criteria.1.  
Sequential evaluation of applications with the following
considerations:

eligibility of the applicant to receive funding;❍   

the contribution that the applicant proposes to make to the Joint
Review Panel's investigation; and

❍   

specific funding requests contained in each proposal.❍   

2.  

Provision for incremental costs to allow for effective participation.3.  
Consideration of professional fees based upon the need for expert
advice.

4.  

For any additional information, please contact:

Peter Bedrossian
Manager, Participant Funding Program
Canadian Environment Assessment Agency
160 Elgin, 22nd Floor, Place Bell
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H3
Telephone: (613) 957-0254
E-mail: peter.bedrossian@ceaa-acee.gc.ca

Dated: October 26, 2005

Funding Review Committee:

C.E.A.R. - Supporting Document

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/DocHTMLContainer_e.cfm?DocumentID=11924&SrchPg=1 (3 of 5) [22/12/2005 8:23:17 AM]



Mr. Hugh Hall
Ms. Donna McCready
Mr. William Coulter

Participant Funding Review Committee's Report
Allocation of Federal Funds for the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens
Sites Remediation Project
Phase II

The Participant Funding Review
Committee
Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens
Sites Remediation Project
Phase II
____________________________________
Mr. Hugh Hall

____________________________________
Ms. Donna McCready

____________________________________
Mr. William Coulter,
Director of the Atlantic Regional Office
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency

Participant Funding Review Committee's Report
Allocation of Federal Funds for the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens
Sites Remediation Project
Phase II

Recommended Participant Funding
Allocations
Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens
Sites Remediation Project
Phase II

Applicant Total amount approved
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Neila Catherine MacQueen,
Joseph M. Petitpas,
Ann Marie Ross,
Kathleen Iris Crawford

$10,400

New Waterford and Area Fish &
Game Association

$5,000

Cape Breton "Save our Health Care"
Committee

$11,493

Dr. Ron MacCormick $3,000

Eskasoni Fish & Wildlife
Commission Inc.

$15,004

Sierra Club of Canada $54,000

Cement Association of Canada $5,050

Cape Breton University $18,000

Sydney & Area Chamber of
Commerce
Sydney Academy
Cape Breton Business Partnership
Metro Cape Breton Junior Chamber
Environmental Careers Organization

$48,000

TOTAL $169,947

  Updated:2005-11-17 Important Notices
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