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p

April, 2006  |  Volume 2  |   No.1

A quarterly report to Sydney and surrounding communities

Ever since she returned to
Whitney Pier in 1994, Patty 
Melnick wanted to broaden

her business to include a small
dining room above her Deli, and 
a food factory. Instead, the deaths
of her father and her husband 
forced her to close up shop. But 
neighbours and customers kept 
bugging her to re-open the deli.
Now she’s back, and her dream is 
closer to reality than ever.  

The Whitney Pier Deli and Ethnic 
Kitchen at 997 Victoria Road, is in
the heart of the Pier. It sports an eye-
catching sign, painted by Whitney 
Pier artist Bernard Siller.

Patty loves to experiment with

new recipes, low in salt and fat, high

combinations of vegetables. It’s not 
fast food. In fact, regulars often call 
ahead with their orders, because Patty
cooks everything the old fashioned 
way, from scratch.

“It’s amazing how loyal my
customers are,” she said, “They keep 
coming back for low fat food, because
it is good for their health.”

her business with the Sydney Tar 
Ponds Agency’s Online Business 
Directory. It brings companies 
working on the Tar Ponds cleanup
together with local businesses offering 
goods—and services like catering. 

Danny Gillis, co-chair of the 
District Seven Business Association, 
said the directory is particularly
important to Whitney Pier businesses

because clients tend to think of 
Charlotte Street before Victoria Road.

“The business directory gives 
people like Patty a chance to have
her business compete on a more level 

Patty hopes the directory listing
will attract more corporate catering 
business. The extra income, she says,

allow her one day to sell bulk orders
of her lasagna, perogies, West Indian 
Hot sauce and other foods, made in
her very own food factory.

It’s the stuff dreams are made of.

To register your business,
free of charge, visit www.
tarpondscleanup.ca, and click on 
“Cape Breton Business Directory.”
Or call us at 567-1035, and we’ll 
add the information for you.

By John Chesal
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• Vancouver’s funky Granville Island 
arts district was once a heavy 
industrial site, and some heavy 
industry still operates there.

• And Pittsburgh—another former 
steel town—has created a new 
riverfront district on an abandoned 

a hotel, movies, restaurants, and 
hundreds of townhouses and 
apartments. Fourteen hundred 
people go to work in the district 
every day.
“Muggah Creek will give us 500 

acres of developable land, right in 
the middle of the city,” says Sydney 
business leader Irving Schwartz. 
“What an opportunity!” [Continued-->]

Do you know about the Eden 
Project?” asks John Harker, 
president of Cape Breton 

University.
“It was an abandoned clay quarry in 

Cornwall. Now it’s a huge recreational 
and educational centre devoted to 
the relationship between people and 
plants. It’s only three or four years 
old, and it has the highest earnings of 
any tourist attraction in the UK. Two 
million people a year visit it.” 

Dr. Harker is thinking out loud 
about the future of the Sydney Tar 
Ponds and Coke Ovens. To him, the 
derelict industrial site represents a 

unique opportunity to do something 

The Eden Project is only one of 

projects that have converted derelict 
and dangerous industrial sites into 
important community assets.
• The Seattle Gas Works Park—now 

among the Washington State’s 
most popular parks—is built on a 
waterfront site with contaminants 
similar to the Tar Ponds.

• The city of Montreal is establishing 
an environmental centre, a park, an 
equestrian centre, and a circus arts 
complex—complete with concrete 
Big Top—on a massive former 

Other cities turned environmental liabilities into opportunities
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Above left: Futuristic biodomes near Cornwall in Western England illustrate the potential for development 
of contaminated properties. Above right: Seattle Gas Works Plant, in Washington State, is an intriguing 
blend of derelict machinery and green space.
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new Battery Point sewage plant last 
spring, Sydney’s sewage treatment 
is superior to that of Victoria or 
Montreal. The city’s air quality 
already surpasses that of Halifax and 
Toronto.

Most of the old industrial structures 
have already been removed from the
Coke Ovens site. What remains is
the contaminated soil there, and the
contaminated sediments downstream
at Muggah Creek, otherwise known 
as the Tar Ponds. The soil and 
sludge from a few heavily-polluted 

How do they do that?

A:
technology that has been used to clean up contaminated 
sites around the world.  It’s the key treatment that will 
be applied to the Tar Ponds before they are capped and 
contained.

S&S mixes contaminated soil or sludge with other 
materials that act as binders. They usually include

The binders may be mixed in with augers that bore 
overlapping holes into the sediments. Or they may be
stirred in by an excavator, mixing the sediments like a 
giant spoon stirring cake batter.

sediments of the Tar Ponds, into something more like
solid soil.

S&S immobilizes the coal-
based contaminants and binds them tightly to the soil.

migrate or dissolve in water.

construction equipment. This will make it easier to

soils lend themselves to a variety of future uses, from 
recreation to light industry

A layer of dense clay underlies the Tar Ponds. In fact,
it is so dense, it remains uncontaminated today, even
after lying under contaminated sludge for more than
100 years. This layer of clay will continue to prevent 
contaminants from seeping deeper into the earth.

Do you have a question about how the cleanup will 
work? Email question@tarpondscleanup.ca.

Q:
and what is its purpose? 

"Muggah Creek will give us 

500 acres of developable land, 

right in the middle of the city. 

What an opportunity!" 
– Irving Schwartz

Despite their grim reputation, the 
Tar Ponds and the Coke Ovens are not 
a particularly severe problem. Similar 
sites exist all over North America—
wherever there was a steel plant 
or a coal-gas manufacturing plant.
What makes Sydney’s site unusual
is simply its size. Our steel mill 
operated for more than 100 years. It 
produced large volumes of waste, but 
not exceptionally toxic waste.

Sydney’s post-industrial 
contaminants are in the ground and 
in the mud. They pose no particular 
danger to human health provided they 
can be stabilized and isolated. Though 
that may be expensive, it’s being
done. The abandoned municipal dump
upstream from the Coke Ovens has
been sealed, and the sewage outfalls

have been diverted by a new collector 
sewer. With the completion of the

“hot  spots” will be incinerated. The
remainder will be treated and sealed.

So what’s next? John Harker hasn’t 
been in Cape Breton long, but he has
already developed an appreciation for 
the loyalty, imagination, and drive of 
the people on this  island.

“Anything is possible,” he says.
“I would just hate to think that 
people here were denied the
chance to really do something
superb with this opportunity.”

Visionaries wanted. Apply now.

A resident of D’Escousse, Richmond 
County, Silver Donald Cameron 
has published 15 books, 50 radio 
dramas, 20 TV scripts, and hundreds 
of magazine stories and newspaper 

Community Studies at the University
College of Cape Breton.
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For the second year in a row, 
17-year-old Sheralynne 
Deveaux has scored big with 

a science fair project on the Sydney 
Tar Ponds.

Last year, the Grade 11 student 
at Riverview Rural High School 
explored the use of stabilization 

the regionally, and third place at the 
national competition in Vancouver.

This year, Sheralynne studied 

inspired by Cape Breton University 
biology professor Martha Jones, who 
has been working with mummichogs, 
a minnow found in the Tar Ponds.

Working with Dr. Jones, 
Sheralynne carefully measured body 
parts of minnows to see how much 
those on one side differed in size 

from those on the other. Was the left 
eye bigger than the right? Were the 

on the other?

the Tar Ponds have greater side-to-

River Ryan. The differences suggest 

stressful environment. 
“It might be that we are seeing 

mutations caused by toxins in the 
water,” she said. ”On the other 
hand, we could be seeing a natural 
adaptation to accommodate those 
stresses.”

the Riverview Rural High School 

place at the Cape Breton-Victoria 
Regional Science Fair last month. In 
May, she will compete at the Canada 
Wide Science Fair in Saguenay, 
Quebec.

studying Tar Ponds marine life just 
yet. With further work this summer, 
she hopes to determine what caused 
the changes she has seen, and 
whether those changes are good or 

Student’s Tar Ponds project cops first place in Science Fair

Acommittee of municipal, 
business, and community 
leaders will seek strategies 

Sydney’s scattered port facilities.
One part of the work will be to 

consider future uses for the Sydney 
Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens properties.

The Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality proposes a commercial-
industrial corridor linking Sydney 
Harbour and the Sydney-Glace Bay 
Airport. The “Port-to-Port” plan 
would extend the Sydney Port Access 
Road  eastward to the airport. CBRM 
would restrict the Tar Ponds and Coke 
Ovens to industrial uses.

Sysco’s conversion into the 

Harbourside Commercial Park is 
already well underway. This summer, 
the westward extension of the SPAR to 
Inglis Street and Terminal Road, near 
the Acadian Lines bus station, will be 
opened to public use. 

The Master Port Development 
Committee includes representatives 
of CBRM, Sydney Tar Ponds 
Agency, Sydney Marine Terminal, 
Public Works and Government 
Services Canada, the Sydney and 
Area Chamber of Commerce, Cape 
Breton University, the Sydney-
Glace Bay Airport Authority, Nova 
Scotia Department of Transportation 
and Public Works, the Cape Breton 
Development Corporation, and 

Laurentian Energy Corporation.  
CBRM Economic Development 

establishment of a Port Authority, to 
manage and market the Port of Sydney 
as a single business.

“We want the committee to examine 

Mr. Whalley told the committee at a 
meeting March 17.

Robert McCharles of the 

Ltd., sits on the Tar Ponds Community 
Liaison Committee. He says it is 
important that a decision on the future 
use of the Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens 
sites be made soon, and he would 
like the public to have a say in that 

Community leaders eye future uses for Sydney’s industrial lands 

Sheralynne Deveaux reviews data 
gathered from minnows in Sydney 
Tar Pond.


