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The federal and provincial
governments have approved a 
plan to  clean up the Sydney

Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens.
The plan closely follows the 

recommendations of the Joint 
Environmental Review Panel that held 
three weeks of public hearings last 
April and May.

The Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 
submitted two cleanup proposals to
the panel. Both plans relied heavily 

a process that mixes contaminated 
sludge with hardening agents like
cement powder.

One would have stabilized and 

Tar Ponds. The other would have

containing more than 50 parts per 
million of PCBs. That material would 
have gone to an incinerator at Victoria 
Junction. The remaining material 
would have been stabilized and 

The Joint Review Panel found 

analysis of the two options. 

That analysis determined that 
costs and risks were lower without 

governments chose. 

decision to drop incineration will ease 
community concerns.

removal and destruction of all the 

“But the only practical way to destroy 
that much material is by incinerating
it in or near Sydney. When people 

“The ultimate goal of a cleanup is 

Potter said. “The ultimate goal is to 
prevent people and wildlife from 
coming into contact with harmful

By John Chesal

"The ultimate goal is to prevent 

people and wildlife from coming 

into contact with harmful 

contaminants. Our plan will do 

that, safely and effectively."
– Frank Potter
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Malatt  described the cleanup as 

no contaminants leaching into 
surrounding soil. 

ground water returned to its natural 

“The process produces stable material 
that can stand on its own over the 
years after the treatment process is 
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How does solidification and stabilization work?

Superfund program for cleaning up 
large contaminated sites used S&S in 
24% of its cleanup projects. 

managed the cleanup of an oily dump 
in Arkansas. This site was close to the 

several pesticides were polluting 
ground water that ran into the river.

Ihardening agents are mixed into 
wet contaminated material such as 

Tar Ponds sludge.
The hardening agents include 

cement plant. 
The mixing can be accomplished 

in several ways. Sediments can be 
excavated and run through a mixing 
machine. Mixing can also be carried 
out in place using augers or high hoes. 

Tar Ponds material will be mixed in 
place. The design engineers have not 
yet decided what type of equipment 
will be used.

works in two different ways to achieve 
several goals.

changes the physical properties of the 

increasing their ability to support 

also makes it harder for water to 

The stabilization part of the process 
changes the chemical properties of 
the contaminants. It makes them less 

Tests have shown that Tar Ponds 
sediments do not dissolve readily in 
water. So the main advantage of using 

S&S has been used to clean up 
contaminated sites in the United States 
for more than 50 years. The U.S. 

This machine uses an auger to mix reagents into contaminated material.
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Glad You Asked…

A: The level of protective equipment workers must use

and a hard hat will keep workers safe.

Air monitoring in the work zone will ensure the level of 
protection is adequate.
Workers will use wash stations before meals and shift 

changes. They will have to wash their boots before leaving 

plan to protect workers from risks in that area. Each shift 
will begin with a safety meeting to make workers aware of 

Contractors must have a health and safety representative on 

site at all times. The Sydney Tar Ponds Agency also has a

Q:

What now? - Design team begins work in earnest

both sites.
“We got to work on those things

and his team will work out the 

design. Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 
engineers will review that plan. Then 

who provides the federal and 
provincial governments with technical

Tech and CBCL will prepare tender 
documents for contractors to follow 
when bidding on cleanup work.

No one was happier to learn

is Project Manager for Earth Tech

oversee design and construction of 
the cleanup.

Since winning the contract in 

project.

design a cleanup without all the

Sullivan said some things were
certain to be included in any plan
government would approve. They
include construction of clean channels

government approval of the cleanup 

begin in earnest.
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Fnightfall at the Coke Ovens has 
brought an invasion of crows. 

The crows arrive about an hour 

looking for a safe place to spend the 
night. Several hundred choose the 
Coke Ovens as their safe haven.

Anyone who has watched crows 
gobble up bugs from the family lawn 
knows they are a gregarious bunch. 
They like to be with other crows. 

bedtime. They huddle together by the 
hundreds over a large section of the 
Coke Ovens.

Professor of Biology at Cape Breton 

behaviour. During the Christmas 

between Ferry Street in Sydney and 
the former municipal incinerator. 

“I suspect most of the crows 

years there is a smaller roost on the 

McCorquodale says crows prefer 

an enclosed area like the Coke 

they will sleep on the ground.

Crows galore

T
of the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency to 
exchange information and views with 

community. 

committee.

provides CLC members  with detailed 
updates on cleanup activities. CLC 

Membership in the CLC is by 

and neighbourhood associations 

Committee.

The agency is seeking applications 

Scotia B1P 6J7. You can also fax 

Does your organization want a voice in the cleanup?


