
Cleanup Times

Solidification and Stabilization

August 2009

A periodic newsletter to Sydney and surrounding communities

On June 26, Peter MacKay, 
National Defense Minister 
and MLA Gordie Gosse, 

announced that a $52 million 
contract was awarded to Nordly’s 
Environmental, a Cape Breton 
company owned by J&T Van Zutphen 
Construction Inc of Mabou and to 
ECC of Marlborough, Massachusetts. 
This cornerstone contract marks 

the start of the solidification and 
stabilization of the north and south 
tar ponds, and cleaning up what was 
left behind after nearly 100 years 
of steel production. The process 
includes solidifying the sediment 
currently in the ponds and stabilizing 
the contaminants. Cement and other 
aggregates will be mixed into the 
contaminated material, immobilizing 

hazardous contaminants and 
preventing them from escaping into 
the environment. Work is set to start 
in the fall of this year and will create 
more than 40 jobs.

For more information on  
the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke  
Ovens Cleanup visit  
www.tarpondscleanup.ca.

Coke Ovens Contract Awarded

Another major part of the 
Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke 
Ovens site cleanup was 

announced on July 23. A $15.2 million 
contract to construct a ground water 
collection system and a water treatment 
plant on the coke ovens site was 
awarded to MB2/Beaver Marine Joint 
Venture. Work is expected to begin in 
late August and be completed in the Claude Goora, P.Eng, Contract Manager. 

spring of 2010.
Once finished, underground pipes 

will collect groundwater flowing over 
the Coke Ovens and transport it to an 
on-site water treatment plant. Once the 
water is treated and meets freshwater 
guidelines, it will be released into Coke 
Ovens Brook. Water from the brook 
will eventually drain into an engineered 
channel that will be constructed 
through the remediated Tar Ponds site 
and flow into Sydney Harbour. 

Defense Minister Peter MacKay and MLA Gordie Gosse 
during the June 26th announcement. 
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Sights Set on the Future

Completion of remediation 
work is now in sight and one 
reason for this success is the 

work and dedication of the Community 
Liaison Committee (CLC). The 15 
volunteer members provide feedback to 
the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) 
on the impact of cleanup work on 
the community. It represents labour, 
business, CBRM, environment, 
education, health, church, and service 
clubs. The CLC has reached several 
milestones over the past four years, 
including: 

relayed the views of CLC  ●
organizations to STPA concerning 
the cleanup’s impact on the 
community 
urged STPA to maximize the use  ●
of Cape Breton labour. The CLC 
encouraged communication among 
the Agency, local contractors and the 

Cape Breton Partnership 
voiced concerns of North End  ●
residents regarding truck traffic, 
resulting in minimal disruption 
supported the interest of the  ●
African Nova Scotia Community to 
participate in the cleanup 
With all the CLC has accomplished, 

the most important part of its work is yet 
to come. What will be the future use of 
the remediated land? 

Over the past two months, the 
CLC has been engaged in Future 
Use planning sessions. These sessions 
include brainstorming and visioning on 
what could become of the remediated 
land. 

“The CLC recognizes that there is a 
significant opportunity for a new Sydney 
to emerge from its industrial past,” says 
Alastair MacLeod, Chair of the CLC. 
He believes that the first step is creating 

Congratulations Mona Morris!

The Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 
would like to congratulate Mona 
Morris on receiving the Cape 
Breton Partnership’s Women 
in Business Aboriginal Woman 
of Distinction Award. This 
award is presented to a woman 
of aboriginal descent who has 
contributed to the business 
community.   
Mona is the face of the Unama’ki 
Economic Benefits Office as well 

as the first Aboriginal Set-aside 
in Nova Scotia. Mona worked 
in several areas of construction 
on this project, including 
Occupational Health and Safety, 
Air Quality Control Manager, 
Supervisor, General Labourer and 
her sights are set on expanding her 
resume even more. 
Best of luck and congratulations, 
Mona!

a vision that involves “the potential use 
for the remediated land in the future, and 
most importantly, determining what the 
community wants.” 

For further information on the CLC, 
visit www.tarpondscleanup.ca

 Mona Morris, 2009 Aboriginal Woman of 
Distinction. 

Alistair MacLeod, CLC chair and Sydney 
Dentist. 
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World Café Opening Doors for Women

Welcome Donnie Burke

in more women participating not only 
on the cleanup, but in the field of 
trades and technologies in general.   

As part of this initiative, we would 
like to introduce you to two women 
who represent the key objective of 
recommendation #34.

Please see Congratulations Mona 
Morris, page two and An Air of 
Excellence, page four.

On April 1, 2009, participants 
representing more than 25 
businesses and organizations 

gathered for a World Café Dialogue 
in Membertou. The session was 
designed to help develop a strategy 
promoting women in non-traditional 
trades and technologies. The initiative 
stems from Panel Recommendation 
#34, which states the Sydney Tar 
Ponds Agency implement a strategy 
to increase the number of women 
in non-traditional areas. From the 
World Cafe, several themes emerged, 
including; overcoming stereotypes, 
respectable workplaces, establishing 
support systems, increasing 
awareness of opportunities for young 
women, educating employers, and 
eliminating stigmas associated with 
trades and technologies.

This event was extremely well 
received, generating enthusiasm, 
discussion and feedback. The next 
step is to create a strategy that results 

More than one million 
tonnes of contaminated 
sediment is being 

remediated in the Sydney core, and 
helping lead this innovative cleanup 
is Donnie Burke, project director for 
the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency. 

Donnie Burke holds a degree 
in Environmental Science and 
a certificate in Environmental 
Management. Donnie has worked 
for the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality in several capacities, 
as an independent environmental 
consultant and with Nova Scotia 
Power. Most notable was his time 
as CBRM’s Solid Waste Manager 

where he played a lead role in the 
implementation of the CBRM’s new 
Solid Waste Management Strategy. 

An active community member, 
Donnie is involved with local Minor 
Hockey and recently volunteered in 
the construction of the Green Field 
Elementary playground. 

 “We will no longer be known as a 
toxic waste site, but as the country’s 
leading environmental remediation 
project, leaving the land fully 
functional for everyone to benefit 
from,” says Burke, who believes 
this project will change the view of 
Sydney and leave a legacy for future 
generations.

Donnie Burke, Project Director, overlooks the 
north pond

World Café discussion at the Membertou Trade and Convention Centre
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An Air of Excellence
As part of Panel Recommendation #34 - 
Women in Non-traditional trade and 
technologies, STPA would like to 
introduce Sue Lanoe, an Environmental 
Technologist with ALL-TECH 
Environmental Services Cape Breton.

Having worked across 
Canada and the United 
States, Sue Lanoe got her 

start in the environmental field in 
Nova Scotia. Sue graduated from 
former UCCB in the Environmental 
Technology program and began her 
career at Michelin in New Glasgow. 
After five years, she headed to 
Calgary and was employed with BFI 
Waste Management. Following BFI 
and a two year stay in the United 
States, Sue made her way back 
home to continue her career with 

Sue Lanoe, Environmental Technologist. 

From left to right, Brandon Talbot, Jonathan MacKenzie and Jonathan Campbell. 

Dalhousie Students Gaining Experience on Cleanup

For the second consecutive 
summer, three Dalhousie 
Engineering students are 

giving the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 
a helping hand during the summer. 

Brandon Talbot, from Sydney, 
is in his fourth and final year of 
the Environmental Engineering 
Degree program. Brandon hopes to 
be able to work close to home after 
graduation this spring. 

Jonathan MacKenzie is enrolled 
in the Chemical Engineering Degree 
and hails from New Waterford. After 
graduation, Jonathan would like to 
join Engineers Without Borders and 
help developing communities. 

Jonathan Campbell is in his third 
year of the Chemical Engineering 
degree. Originally from Glace Bay, 
Campbell now lives in Fall River 
but is spending the summer back in 

Cape Breton. After Graduation, he 
hopes to work in the Environmental 
field. 

Each bring a spark to the Agency 
and all staff wish them the best in  
the future. 

“It’s great to be home with 
friends and family. For me, 
ALL-TECH is the perfect fit.”

ALL-TECH Environmental Services 
Cape Breton Ltd. Serving as the 
Environmental Technologist on the 
project, ALL-TECH plays a vital 
role ensuring mitigative measures 
regarding air quality are met during 
the cleanup and providing 24 hour 
a day ambient air monitoring and 
real time air monitoring during 
construction hours. All 15 ALL-
TECH staff members are from 
Cape Breton, making this project 
very personal and instilling a great 
sense of responsibility to cleanup 
the Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens. Not 
only is Sue growing her skills and 
knowledge throughout the innovated 
cleanup work, but she is also able 
to enjoy a flexible and diverse work 
load that comes with her job at ALL-
TECH. 


