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Community Liaison Committee 
Minutes of June 19, 2007 meeting 

Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Tuesday, June 19, 2007 

Menelik Hall 

88 Laurier Street 

Whitney Pier 

Noon 

 

Minutes 
 

 
Present:  Alastair MacLeod (Chair) 

Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction Trades Council)  

Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group)    

   Greg Arsenault (Eco-Canada) 

Jennifer Miller (JCI: Cape Breton) 

   Dave Ervin (C.B. Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 

   Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society)  

Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Terry Ivey (Cape Breton District Health Authority) 

 

Guests:  Frank Potter (President, STPA) 

   Dan White (STPA) 

   Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 

   Malcolm Gillis (CBRM) 

   Audrey Buchanan (Manager of Central Operations, CBRM) 

   Holley Grant (Guest) 

   Tanya Collier-MacDonald (STPA)  

 

Regrets:  Keith MacDonald - Vice-Chair - (Cape Breton Partnership) 

   David MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 

Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 

Karen Green-MacIver (C.B. Black Employment Partnership Committee) 

Eleanor Anderson (Atlantic Coastal Action Program) 

Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 
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1. Welcome 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:00.  Randy Vallis represented PWGSC due to Ken 

Swain’s absence.  Resulting from an action item from last month’s meeting, previous member, 

Holley Grant was present.  New STPA Communications Officer, Tanya Collier-MacDonald 

made a brief appearance and was welcomed by the Chair.  There was a pause in the meeting for 

Vaughan Merchant to photograph the committee required for STPA’s next Cleanup Times 

newsletter. 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 
UPON MOTION by Bill Bailey and seconded by Dave Ervin, it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for June 19
th

, 2007, as presented be approved. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 
 

UPON MOTION by Francis Sirois and seconded by Terry Ivey, it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for May 15
th

, 2007, as presented be approved. 

 

 

  

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
The chart listing action items on the last page of the minutes was reviewed by the Chair.  All 

action items were completed but, due to the fact John Chesal was no longer with STPA, Francis 

Sirois will re-send the updated Muggah 4 Kids information to Tanya Collier MacDonald, 

whereafter, it would be discussed and reviewed.  

 

Frank Potter said general cleanup around the site was completed within a few days after it had 

been suggested at last month’s meeting by Bill Bailey. 

 

Francis Sirois commented on material sent to members pursuant to Aboriginal Rights.  He said 

there seems to be a huge emphasis to appease Aboriginal Claims when there was never any 

Aboriginal settlement in the Tar Ponds area.  He also didn’t believe there was much interest 

shown by Aboriginals and this emphasis should be extended to other groups who are interested 

in the project.  Randy Vallis responded that it is the federal government’s obligation to deal with 

Aboriginals, guided by federal policies.  He added that anyone could view these policies and 

agreements on the federal government website. 
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 ACTION REQUIRED:  Lorraine Munroe to send scanned copy of the 

signed federal / provincial Mi’kmaq First Nations Protocol Agreement to members. 

 

 

5. Project Update 

 
Frank Potter summarized the handouts of the current Project Update.   

 

Francis Sirois requested a copy of the Bench Scale Report and the plan for the Pilot Scale for 

solidification.  Frank would make this available for him when completed. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Frank to supply copy of Bench Scale Report and 

plan for Pilot Scale for solidification to Francis Sirois when complete. 

 

Bill Bailey inquired about the negotiations with NS Department of Environment & Labour 

regarding the discharge criteria for the water treatment plant for the Coke Ovens site.  Randy 

Vallis said the criteria have been sent to NSDEL and they will be using the standard CBRM 

sewer by-law.  Francis Sirois expressed concern with the high amount of hydrocarbons that the 

current CBRM water treatment plant would be unable to handle.  In order to better clarify these 

concerns, Audrey Buchanan, CBRM would supply members with the criteria from the sewer by-

law.  Frank Potter offered to have Earth Tech present at a future meeting the overall groundwater 

collection and treatment plans for the Coke Ovens site. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Audrey Buchanan, CBRM to supply committee 

with CBRM Sewer By-Law. 

 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Frank Potter to have Earth Tech present at a 

future meeting the overall groundwater collection and treatment plans for the Coke Ovens 

site. 

 
Greg Arsenault inquired about the notice recently seen in the newspaper regarding the 

Monitoring Oversight Board.  Randy Vallis explained this board will ensure provincial 

environmental regulations are followed during the cleanup and monitor procedures for reviewing 

applications, granting permits and response to public concerns. 

 

Francis Sirois expressed the opinion that the job description included in the application for the 

Monitoring Oversight Board would not create an effective board if it only met twice a year as 

stated in the TORs. 

 

6. Local Economic Benefits Update 

 
Dan White summarized the handouts he prepared regarding Economic Impact Design 

Engineering – Construction Oversight Contract Implementation.  Included in this package was a 

backgrounder of the Equity Employment Task Force by STPA. 
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7. Environmental Management Committee Update 

 
Randy Vallis said the Treasury Board has fully approved funding for this project, complimenting 

PWGSC on the level of detail in the information provided in the submission.  Francis Sirois 

requested a breakdown of project costs.  Randy told him this would be made available after the 

signing of the final Cost Share Agreement. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Randy Vallis to provide the CLC with a high 

level breakdown of project element costs when Cost Share Agreement has been finalized. 

 

This committee has been operating now for a number of months, reviewing several documents 

that are being developed in conjunction with the design engineer and STPA.  The most 

significant document they are presently working on is the Environmental Management Plan, 

which will set the rules (air monitoring, operational criteria, institutional controls, capping 

guidelines, water treatment requirements, ongoing monitoring) for this entire project.  They are 

on the third iteration of this document and close to finalization. 

 

The Chair requested that copies of organizational charts be distributed to members by PWGSC to 

explain the various committees involved in the project. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Randy Vallis to email copy of the Project 

Management Framework to Lorraine for distribution to members. 

 

 

8. Future Site Use Presentation 

 
Frank Potter gave a PowerPoint presentation to members regarding Future Site Use.  These 

remediated sites included Seattle,WA; Tacoma,WA; Milwaukee,WI; New Bedford, MA and 

Moncton, NB. 

 

As a matter of general information, Dan White questioned committee members on the extent to 

which they are being required to report back to the organizations they are representing; and how 

frequently and in what form the reports are given. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Add to agenda of August Meeting full discussion 

on how the CLC fulfills its communication and liaison role in the community at large. 

 

9. July CLC Meeting – Tour of NS Lands 

 
Frank Potter informed members the July meeting would include an abbreviated meeting at the 

office followed by an hour-long tour of the NS Lands property (Old Sysco Site) to see the 

solidification/stabilization process they are using. CLC members were encouraged to dress 

appropriately for a field visit. Steel toe shoes are not mandatory, but members are encouraged to 
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wear them if available.  An all weather shoe will be fine.  If it happens to be wet, boots will be 

available at the office. 

 

10. Other Business 

 
Next meeting to be held on July 17

th
.  Lunch at 11:30 a.m.  Tour leaving office at 12:00 noon. 

 

 

11. Adjournment 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 

 

12. Action Items 

 

 

WHO ACTION REQUIRED DEADLINE DONE 

Lorraine Munroe 

Lorraine Munroe to send scanned 

copy of the signed federal / 

provincial Mi’kmaq First Nations 

Protocol Agreement to members. 

 

 July 16, 2007 

Frank Potter 

To supply copy of Bench Scale 

Report & plan for Pilot Scale for 

solidification for Francis Sirois 

when complete. 

  

Audrey Buchanan  

Audrey Buchanan, CBRM to 

supply committee with CBRM 

Sewer By-Law. 

 

 July 16, 2007 

Frank Potter  

At future meeting (Sept. or Oct.), 

have Earth Tech explain their 

water treatment plans for the 

project to the committee. 

  

Randy Vallis 

Randy Vallis to provide the CLC 

with a high level breakdown of 

project element costs when Cost 

Share Agreement has been 

finalized. 

  

Randy Vallis 

To email copy of the Project 

Management Framework to 

Lorraine for distribution to 

members. 

 July 16, 2007 
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Francis Sirois 

To re-send for review a copy of 

revisions required for the 

Muggah4Kids website to be 

annexed to the STPA Website. 

 Done 

 


