
Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

May 19, 2005 
STPA 

1 Inglis Street  
 
Present: 
 
Alastair MacLeod Chairperson 
Karen Green-MacIver C.B. Black Employment Partnership Comm. 
Bill Bailey Cape Breton University 
Francis Sirois Joint Action Group 
Alex Pilon North End Neighborhood Watch 
Mike Buchanan United Steelworkers of America  
Greg Arsenault Junior Chamber International 
Judy Mac Mullin           Atlantic Coastal Action Program Cape Breton 
Keith MacDonald Canadian Council for Human Resources in the Environment 

Industry (CCHREI)  
Vince Hall Cape Breton Regional Municipality 
 
 
Guests:  
 
Frank Potter Sydney Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) 
David Darrow Sydney Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) 
Carol Mason Sydney Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) 
Parker Donham          Sydney Tar Ponds Agency (STPA) 
Greg Callaghan            Sydney Academy  
 
Regrets: 
 
Bernie LaRusic Cape Breton Business-Labour Partnership 
David MacLean          Nova Scotia Community College 
Robert McCharles          Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce 
Marjorie Butts            Canadian Cancer Society 
Dan Yakimchuk          Cape Breton District Health Authority 
Kevin MacDonald          C.B. Island Building & Const. Trade Council 
Rev. Steven Mills          St. Andrews United Church 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  
 
Chairperson Alastair MacLeod called the meeting to order at 12:20 pm. The minutes of 
the meeting on April 7, 2005 were approved by Vince Hall and seconded by Francis 
Sirois.   



Q: Vince Hall: What is the policy for the minutes?   Are they going to be put on the 
website? 
A: Chair: Yes, the minutes are going to be available on the website.  The Chair indicated 
that the CLC committee members are free to give interviews to the media.   
 
INTRODUCTIONS:  
 
The Chair introduced guests Parker Donham, communication consultant to STPA and 
Greg Callaghan, Sydney Academy teacher.   

 
PROJECT UPDATE:  
 
Frank Potter indicated that the updates would not change very much from one month to 
the next.  Frank gave a handout with the following project updates:  
 
Coke Oven Brook Realignment 
Victoria Road Watermain 
Cooling Pond 
North Pond Cofferdam 
Environmental Assessment Engineering 
Website 
Muggah Creek Sewer Project 
Predesign Engineer 
 
Frank announced that the design consultant for the cooling pond had just been picked 
and that the name would be announced at a later date.   
 
Francis Sirois commented that he was surprised on the amount of information on the 
website, and that it was up-to-date information. 
 
Frank commented that he was getting great feedback on the website. 
Q. Bill Bailey: Where did we stand with the Wastewater Treatment Plant? 
 
Action Item: Vince said that he would get back to him with an update. 
 
 
Q: Vince Hall:  Where do we stand with the permits on the preventative works projects? 
A: Frank Potter:  Frank indicated that they are working with the Environment and Health 
departments, as well as DFO, to expedite the various permits.     
 
The members of the CLC were uncertain about the timelines from the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency.  Frank had copies made of the CEAA schedule and 
passed them out. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT UPDATE:  
 
Ken Swain was not able to make the meeting so David Darrow gave the update.  On 
May 2, 2005 the decision was made that there would be a Panel Review and not a 
Comprehensive Study.   The province indicated that they were disappointed with the 
decision and were considering their options.  The province expected to have a decision 
within a couple of weeks.  David noted that one of the positive things is that the Federal 



Government set tight time lines.  
 

Q. Vince Hall: Concerned about the community if the Provincial and Federal 
Governments could not come to an agreement.   
A.  David Darrow:  He assured the committee that the community was always first in 
everyone’s minds and that the project would be done safely. 
 
Q. Francis Sirois:  When do the Experts for the Panel have to be in place? 
A. David Darrow:  November 30, 2005 at the latest.  The impact statement is due 
December 31,2005. 
  
Q. Chair:   Can CEAA limit the project to the $400M that was agreed to in the Cost 
Share Agreement? 
A. David Darrow:  CEAA can not impose a money limit on the panel. 
 
The Chair commented that he thought that both levels of government would be able to 
work together to complete the environmental assessment. 

 
 

 
MAY 17 TAR PONDS/COKE OVENS SITE TOUR.   
 
The Chair spoke about the CLC site tour that took place on May 17. He said that he got 
a different view of the site from the top of the landfill.  With 800 acres of land available, it 
creates a large possibility for what could be done on the entire site.  Mike Buchanan said 
it was a great tour.  He has been a steel worker working there for 15 years and he 
learned something new.  The Chair encouraged others to take the tour themselves 
sometime. 
 
  
DISCUSSION ON F. SIROIS SUBMISSION ON PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Francis went into great detail about the 18 points that he had passed out at the last CLC 
meeting.  The three items that the CLC members had the most comment about were 
points 6,14 and 17.  The chair expressed his comments that Francis did a great job on 
his presentation.  Vince said that he wanted to echo the Chair’s comments. 
 
Q. Vince Hall:  Would like the STPA to comment on item #17 – Future Site Use. 
A. David Darrow: CBRM and STPA have already been talking about what will be done 
with the site when the cleanup is finished.  No decisions have been made. 
 
Q. Bill Bailey:  Does the panel have any say in what the site can be used for when the 
cleanup is finished? 
A. David Darrow:  Depends on what the panel says in their report.   
 
Q. Greg Arsenault:  Can some of the $400millon be used for the end use? 
A. David Darrow: The site can be restored and landscaped compatible with the natural 
surroundings and future use.  The money can’t be used to build a rink for example. 
 



Q. Alex Pilon:  What will be done to the site, will there be capping? 
A. David Darrow:  He explained that capping was going to take place on most of the 
site(s).  
 
Q. Alex Pilon:  Can trees be planted on the site? 
A. David Darow:  Yes, there will be areas where trees can be planted.   
 
Action Item:  STPA agreed to provide a written response to Francis’ comments at the 
next meeting. 
 

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Chair explained why Greg Callaghan was in the meeting today?  Greg is a High 
School Teacher.  He is putting together a curriculum for an applied environmental 
science course.  The course would be focused around the Sydney Tar Ponds project.  
Greg will be presenting more information at the next meeting in June.  
 
Q. Karen Green-MacIver:  Are all high schools going to be able to take this course? 
A. Greg Callaghan:  No, not this year. It is a pilot program for Sydney Academy.  But all 
schools are looking at the course.     
 
The subject of a Maritime Tour in June was talked about.  STPA would be following up 
with more details.  
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
 
Date:  June 16, 2005 
 
Location:  Sydney Tar Ponds Agency Office 
      1 Inglis Street 
       Sydney, NS 
 
Time:  12:00 Noon 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT : 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 


