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MINUTES

COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE

November 10, 2005
STPA Boardroom

1 Inglis Street

Present:

Alastair MacLeod Chairperson
Allen McCormick Junior Chamber International
Francis Sirois Joint Action Group
Mike Buchanan United Steelworkers of America
Keith MacDonald Environmental Careers Organization
Kevin MacDonald C.B. Island Building & Const. Trades Coun.
Marjorie Butts Canadian Cancer Society
Dan Yakimchuk Cape Breton District Health Authority
JimO’Neil N.S.C.C (Stand-in for Dave MacLean)
Charlie Long C.B. Regional Municipality (Stand-in for Vince Hall)
Valerie O’Grady Atlantic Coastal Action Program

Guests:

Frank Potter Sydney Tar Ponds Agency
Parker Donham Sydney Tar Ponds Agency
David Darrow Sydney Tar Ponds Agency
Barbara Baillie Sydney Tar Ponds Agency
Barbara Stead-Coyle Sydney Tar Ponds Agency
Randy Vallis Public Works and Government Services
Ken Swain Public Works and Government Services
Shawn Duncan AMEC

Regrets:

Doug MacDonald North End Neighborhood Watch
Lythia Karney C.B. Island Building & Const. Trades Coun.
Vince Hall C.B. Regional Municipality
Bernie LaRusic C.B. Business-Labour Partnership
Karen Green-MacIver C.B. Black Employment Partnership Comm.
Robert MacCharles Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce
David MacLean Nova Scotia Community College
Bill Bailey Cape Breton University
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Call to Order:

Alastair MacLeod called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

Minutes from October 12, 2005 meeting were approved on a motion by Keith MacDonald.

Alastair introducedJim O’Neilsitting in for Dave MacLean and Charlie Long sitting in for
Vince Hall. Parker Donham introduced Barbara Baillie and Barbara Stead-Coyle as new staff
members of Sydney Tar Ponds Agency.

Project Update:

Parker provided an update on the Domtar material remaining on rail cars, some of which have
been returned to the Harbourside Commercial Park by the railway. This has touched off
renewed activity to resolve the issue of what will happen with this material.

Barbara Baillie gave an update on current projects.

Francis Sirois asked about the newsletter. Parker said it is in progress, but no date has been
set for the first issue.

Dave Darrrow and Ken Swain explained how the aboriginal set-aside for the cooling pond
will work. Mike Buchanan and Kevin MacDonald said their unions had experienced similar
programs in other locations and are comfortable with them. Dave Darrow said the cooling
pond cleanup will be completed in the 2006 construction season.

Allen McCormick noted that the CLC Project Update indicated that the second webcam may
have been installed, but he cannot find it on the website. Parker said the Coke Ovens webcam
is operational on the web site, but problems with the functioning of the Tar Ponds webcam are
still being worked out. He said he hopes to have these resolved in time for the re-launch of the
website in December.

Allen McCormick noted that the tables in the monthly air monitoring monthly reportsdo not
include a column indicating what the standard for the particular parameter might be. He
wondered if a column could be added, and if the result could be highlighted if it did not meet
the standard. Allen also noted at times monitoring results were unavailable due to equipment
malfunctioning or maintenance and wondered if spare equipment could be brought in. Parker
gave a general explanation of the project’s air monitoring system, both the background picture
provided by the National Air Pollution Surveillance Network samples, and the real-time
information provided by hand held units used whenever work is underway on site. There was
a discussion of how the information is presented on the STPA website, and Parker agreed to
discuss the issue with MediaSpark and AMEC.
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Environmental Impact Statement:

Shawn Duncan gave an update on the preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). Keith MacDonald asked if companies promoting other technologies can appear before
the panel. Shawn said yes, but added that the panel’s main task is to review the proposed
project. The panel would decide how much weight to give evidence from vendors promoting
their own products. Francis said the guidelines require the EIS to cover alternatives to the
project, and alternative ways of carrying it out. Dave Darrow said the EIS would address both.
In addition, David committed to have AMEC respond to Francis’s query about the proposed
cleanup Site Specific Target Levels (SSTLs).

Allen McCormick asked if any background material is currently available on Valued
Ecological Components (VECs). Shawn Duncan said AMEC is producing a list of VECs, and
background information is not available, but the EIS would discuss them in detail.

Frank described the health risk assessment workshop that will take place next week.

Allen McCormick asked whether the EIS required any innovative, first-of-a-kind approaches.
Shawn Duncan said the project plan involves standard approaches, and the EIS is finding no
reason not to proceed.

Local Economic Benefits:

Dave Darrow gave a presentation on local economic benefits, and tendering practices.

Dave Darrow said preliminary design engineering for the project is nearing completion, and a
tender will be issued this winter for final engineering design. If the Environmental
Assessment is completed on time (June 30), and government partners respond promptly, the
big cleanup will get under way in summer 2007.

Allen McCormick questioned why the “statement of intention” is not a policy.  Dave Darrow 
commented that is as far as their partners are willing to go at the present time and it is a living
document that will change over time.

Allen McCormick said he hoped all staffing and procurement would be completely open and
transparent, no matter how small the contract, and that CBRM businesses would be given
preferential treatment, and all bid prices and bidders would be made available if requested.
Dave Darrow said STPA generally tries to follow provincial tendering practices, but its tender
policies are evolving. Then agency expects to use fixed price contracts in the future.

Dave Darrow said the Battery Point dam will be completed in 2006.
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U.S. TOUR:

Councilor Charlie Long spoke about the recent tour of large cleanup sites in the US. He said it
was helpful to see that other communities had successfully dealt with similar—and worse—
contaminated sites. He was impressed with the strong leadership role played by local
municipalities in all of the cleanups visited. Frank Potter said the tour showed that Sydney is
not alone. There were 7,000,000 tonnes of PCB-contaminated sediment in Fox River,
Wisconsin, (versus 45,000 tonnes in Sydney). In New Bedford, cleanup work was taking
place right next to residentialbackyards of people’s homes, using the same approach planned
for Sydney. Alastair MacLeod said the tour was “superb.”

Other Business:

Allen McCormick reported on the Battery Point Sewage Treatment Plant, which some
members of the CLC had toured. He said it was impressive and complex, and suggested the
facility could be used as a training center to certify people on how to run sewage treatment
plants.

Meeting Adjourned

Next Meeting –Christmas luncheon –11:30 am, December 8, 2005

Location: Cambridge Suites
Celtic Room A
Sydney, NS


