
Citizen’s Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 19, 2006 
Sydney Tar Ponds Agency Boardroom 

11:30 a.m. 
 

Minutes 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Alastair MacLeod (Chairperson) 
   Allen McCormick (JCI : Cape Breton) 
   Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group) 
   Mike Buchanan (United Steelworkers of America) 
   Keith MacDonald (Eco-Canada) 
   Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 
   Jim O’Neil for David MacLean(N.S.C.C.) 
   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 
   Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Dave Ervine for Bernie LaRusic ( C.B. Business Labour 
Partnership) 
Valerie O’Grady (Atlantic Coastal Action Plan) 
Karen Green-MacIver (C.B. Black Employment 
Partnership Committee) 

 
Guests:  Frank Potter (Acting CEO, STPA) 

Parker Donham (Dir. of Communications & Public 
Relations, STPA) 
Barbara Baillie (Dir. of Engineering, STPA) 
Barbara Stead-Coyle (Coordinator of Economic Benefits, 
STPA) 
Ken Swain (Public Works & Government Services) 

 
Regrets:  Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 

George Wheeliker for Dan Yakimchuk (C.B. District 
Health Authority) 
Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction 
Trades Council) 
Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 
Robert McCharles (Sydney Area Chamber of Commerce) 
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1.  Welcome 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 
 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
 
UPON MOTION by Keith MacDonald, seconded by Bill Bailey and 
unanimously carried, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the agenda for January 19, 2006 meeting, as 
presented be approved. 
 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
MINUTES OF December 8, 2005
 
The Chair asked whether members were satisfied with the new format of 
minutes in response to suggestions by Barbara Stead-Coyle and Allen 
McCormick.  Following a general discussion: 
 
UPON MOTION by Allen McCormick, seconded by Bill Bailey and 
unanimously carried, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the minutes for December 8, 2005, as presented 
be approved. 
 
 
 
 
4.  Business Arising From the Minutes 
 
Frank spoke about the reply that David Darrow was to have given to Francis 
Sirois.  He said he did not have an answer for him today, but would try to 
resolve it by next week. 
 
Alastair asked if everyone had received what was required in action items 
from the previous meeting. 
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Parker confirmed that Robert McCharles had been correct about the type of 
shampoo referred to in Brian Magee’s Risk Assessment Seminar.  He said 
copies of the DVD of the seminar had been distributed to those who 
requested it. 
 
In response to the action item regarding job postings, Frank said that this had 
been addressed by posting a recent opening for a contract engineer more 
widely.   
 
5.  Alastair reviewed the CLC’s mandate as described in the committee’s 
Terms of Reference”. 
 
 ACTION REQUIRED:  The secretary to send a copy of the 
CLC “Terms of Reference” to Rev. Ken Kimbley as he is a new 
member. 
 
 
6.  Project Update 
 
Barbara Baillie said that the Coke Oven Brook Realignment project had 
been halted for the winter and would resume in the spring.  It is on schedule 
and would be completed by the end of 2006. 
 
She said STPA will receive a complete draft design for the Cooling Pond 
Project (which will use stabilization and solidification) by the end of 
January.  Work will begin this spring. 
 
She said construction of the Battery Point Dam will begin in the spring and 
finish by the end of 2006.  She explained some of the construction details for 
the project.  A bottom dumping barge will lay down a mattress of gravel to 
hold contaminants in place prior to construction of the piers.  The project 
will build two rock and gravel finger piers – one from Battery Point and one 
from Sysco.  A 50-meter gap will remain to allow a free flow of water.  This 
is necessary to prevent flooding in the Brookland / Townsend Street areas.  
Once the dam is in place, lined channels will be constructed to keep water 
flowing through the Tar Ponds away from areas under excavation or 
stabilization and solidification.  This will prevent the flow of contaminants 
into the Harbour during construction. 
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7.  Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Frank Potter said the Environmental Impact Statement document was 
finalized and released on December 28.  The document has 7 volumes and 
3,000 pages.  There is also a brief Technical Summary and a Plain Language 
Summary.  The public has until February 16 to send comments to the Joint 
Panel Review.   
 
Ken Swain said there will be a 48-day period to receive comments from the 
public.  He said that the panel gave 16 questions to Sydney Tar Ponds 
Agency last week and that they are available on the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency website.  Once the panel is satisfied with responses to 
comments received during the comment period, it will schedule public 
hearings.  
 
In response to a question from Bill Bailey, Frank Potter said STPA has until 
March 2 to respond to questions and comments.  Frank Potter explained that 
the agency and its environmental consultants have put in place a system to 
handle the large number of comments expected to come in at or near the end 
of the comment period.  Parker said it was encouraging that the panel 
provided early comments.   
 
Allen McCormick complemented the presentation of the EIS but expressed 
disappointed that they were printed in Halifax.   Barbara Stead-Coyle said 
the agency had met with local printers as the deadline for printing 
approached and determined that they did not have the ability to complete the 
massive printing job in the very brief time period allowed.  The plain 
language summary was printed in Sydney. 
 
Frank offered to set up a special CLC meeting to review the Environmental 
Impact Statement document. 
 
 
8.  Website 
 
Parker said Media Spark had completed a major overhaul of the Tar Ponds 
Agency website before the end of December.  The website has a new, softer, 
less bureaucratic look and feel.  A live Tar Cam and a Tar-O-Meter of 
cleanup progress have been added.  A new section offers information about 

 4



Sydney, including 100 links to websites featuring the community’s music, 
culture, history, scenery, etc. 
 
 
9.  Newsletter 
 
The first issue of the Cleanup Times newsletter went out to households in 
Sydney and surrounding communities December 15.  The next issue will be 
published in March.  Mike Buchanan voiced concern that the steelworkers 
were not mentioned in the first issue of the newsletter. 
 
  
10.  Staffing Changes 
 
Frank said seven people will be added to the agency’s staff once interviews 
for recent job postings are completed. 
 
 
11.  Local Economic Benefits 
 
Barbara Stead-Coyle said that although she would be taking maternity leave 
soon, but someone will be hired to fill in for her.  Jozsa Management & 
Economics of Halifax is conducting a study of the local labour force, to 
identify measures that might better position local companies to take 
advantage of opportunities that will arise from the project.  Media Spark is 
continuing preparation of an on-line business directory.  The goal of this is 
to maximize local content and encourage partnerships between larger out-of-
town cleanup companies and local businesses.   
 
12.  Stabilization / Solidification Seminar 
 
Alastair and Francis reported on the stabilization and solidification seminar.  
Francis Sirois said that he has read a lot about this topic and suggested that 
excavating and destroying the PCB material in the North Pond may not be 
worth the effort, because it is dispersed in a thin layer, of low concentration, 
buried deep in the sediment.  He said PCB material in the South Pond should 
be removed and destroyed, but this could be accomplished in one year. 
 
13.  Other Business 
 

 5



Karen Green MacIver suggested scheduling meetings more in advance.  
Alastair agreed with this that we should stabilize meetings hereafter.  It was 
agreed to determine a fixed day at the next meeting. 
 
 
14.  Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  Next meeting:  February 15, 2006. 
 
 

WHO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

WHEN 
REQUIRED 

DATE 
COMPLETED

Lorraine 
Munroe 

To send a copy of the 
CLC “Terms of 
Reference to Rev. 
Ken Kimbley 

ASAP January 30, 
2006 
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