
Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Thursday, March 23, 2006 
Sydney Tar Ponds Agency Boardroom 

11:30 a.m. 
 

Minutes 
 

 
 
Present:  Keith MacDonald (Eco-Canada) 

Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group) 
   Mike Buchanan (United Steelworkers of America) 
   David MacLean ( N.S.C.C.) 
   Rev. Ken Kimbley ( Faith Baptist Church) 

Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction    
Trades Council) 
Robert McCharles (Sydney Area Chamber of Commerce) 
Dave Ervin (C.B. Business Labour Partnership) 
Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 
George Wheeliker for Dan Yakimchuk (C.B. District  
Health Authority) 
 

Guests:  Frank Potter (Acting CEO, STPA) 
Parker Donham (Dir. of Communications & Public 
Relations, STPA) 
Hubert Jacquin (PWGSC) 
Ken Swain (PWGSC) 
Professor Martha Jones (CBU) 

 
Regrets:  Allen McCormick (JCI : Cape Breton) 

Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 
   Valerie O’Grady (Atlantic Coastal Action Plan) 
   Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 
   Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Karen Green-MacIver (C.B. Black Employment 
Partnership Committee) 
Alastair MacLeod (Chairperson) 
Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 
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1.  Welcome  
 
Keith MacDonald, acting as Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  
He asked that everyone around the table make their introductions. 
 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
 
UPON MOTION by Mike Buchanan and seconded by Dave Ervin, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the agenda for March 23, 2006 meeting, as 
presented be approved. 
 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
MINUTES of February 15, 2006
 
UPON MOTION by George Wheeliker and seconded by Dave Ervin, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the minutes for February 15, 2006, as 
presented by approved. 
 
 
4.  Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
The Chair recognized that as there were not any Action Items at the last 
month’s meeting, there wasn’t any business to be discussed. 
 
 
5.  Project Update 
 
Frank Potter presented the Project Update and noted that there had been 
minor changes since the update was distributed to committee members.   
 
 ACTION REQUIRED:  Robert McCharles requested that 
the secretary email a revised copy of the Project Update to all 
committee members by Secretary. 
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Frank noted that another new staff member has joined the agency: Jerome 
MacNeil will work as Contract Manager.   
 
Frank said Earth Tech, STPA’s pre-design engineering consultant, has 
completed a draft of the pre-design report.  STPA will review this report 
before releasing it to the public.  The agency will provide an RFP to 
companies short-listed to compete for the design engineering contract. 
 
Robert McCharles voiced concern about the direct award of the Labour 
Force and Business Capacity Study to Earth Tech, especially in as much as 
Earth Tech is not a local company.  Vince Hall asked why CM2H Hill 
wasn’t short listed for the design engineering competition.  Frank said the 
agency used a rigorous scoring process to evaluate all bidders’ proposals and 
select a winning firm.  He said Earth Tech had scored the highest and CM2H 
Hill had been dropped from the short list and were debriefed on their 
submission. 
 
Vince Hall asked if the pre-design was being done with the assumption that 
incineration will be used.  He said the local community is urging the 
government partners to look at alternatives to incineration.  Frank said the 
pre-design does assume incineration will be part of the project, but this is all 
in a preliminary stage. If the review panel recommends against incineration, 
and governments accept that recommendation, changes will have to be 
made.  He said the panel had asked for more information on what 
alternatives are available, and he is sure that we will hear quite a lot on 
incineration during this period. 
 
Frank said the redesigned website continues to receive visitors at a record 
pace.  The Winter 2006 issue of the newsletter, “The Cleanup Times” will 
focus on the Online Business Directory and future site use.  He also 
mentioned that STPA is putting together a plan for animated site tours this 
summer; hoping to hire a student to help with this.   
 
Frank said the online directory of Cape Breton businesses is now up and 
running on the project website, and the agency is actively promoting it and 
urging businesses to sign up.   
 
The agency has released Jozsa & Associates from its contract to provide the 
Labour Force and Business Capacity Study, and has opened discussions with 
a new consultant, Earth Tech, to complete the study.  Frank noted that RFPs 
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and tenders for the Final Design, the Battery Point Barrier, and the Cooling 
Pond projects, all include requirements for local economic benefits that will 
contribute to scoring of proposals. 
 
 
 
6.  Joint Panel Review Update 
 
Frank Potter noted that February 16th was the closing date for pubic 
comments to the review panel on the Environmental Impact Statement. On 
March 2nd, STPA responded to numerous comments and questions from the 
panel and the public.  On March 16th, the panel came back to STPA with 
follow-up questions. STPA will respond by early next week.  Hearings will 
likely begin by the third or fourth week of April and last for 21 days.  The 
panel has 55 days to complete their report after these hearings are complete.  
He said the process is close to being on schedule.   
 
Ken Swain said the work that STPA is doing to respond to requests for 
information has been a challenge. It is not unusual for a panel to request 
additional information.  Hopefully, the panel will be satisfied and will 
complete its report by the end of June, 2006.  He said the summer will be a 
busy period.   
 
Keith MacDonald asked whether STPA or the Panel responds to comments.  
Ken Swain said public comments were submitted to the Panel, which passed 
them along to STPA. The agency in turn responds to the panel, which must 
be satisfied with these responses. All comments and responses are on the 
Public Registry for public view.  Vince Hall again stressed that the CBRM 
community does not want incineration as an option. 
 
 
7.  Research On Fish In The Tar Ponds 
 
Professor Martha Jones presented her work on fish living in the Tar Ponds.  
Dr. Jones studied patterns of distribution, abundance, growth rates, age and 
condition of the local fish species in contaminated and clean estuaries in 
Industrial Cape Breton including the Sydney Tar Ponds.  Dr. Jones noted 
that she has had difficulty getting funding for her Tar Ponds related work.  
Robert McCharles asked Dr. Jones whether a sizable research endowment 
would attract significant research interest and help to build world class 
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research capacity at CBU in estuaries. She responded that it would.  Robert 
noted that a cleanup project in Germany had funded University research.  
Mr. McCharles asked Dr. Jones whether she thought these fish had made an 
adjustment to life in the tar ponds. She said they had.  Frank Potter added 
that Environment Canada had studied plant life on our site and had also 
concluded that they had made an adjustment. 
 
 
8.  Other Business 
 
Frank Potter noted that a Brownfield Conference would take place April 5th 
in Halifax at the Westin Hotel.  It would involve discussions on future site 
use, including various opportunities for the site. He said the agency could 
fund participation by one or two CLC members. He invited members who 
wanted to participate to contact the STPA office. 
 
 
9.  Next Meeting, Adjournment 
 
There was a brief discussion on when would be the best day for everyone to 
meet and it was decided that Wednesday was not good for the majority.  It 
was decided that April 20th will be the date of the next meeting.  (The next 
meeting was subsequently rescheduled for April 28.) The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:40 p.m.   
 
 

WHO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

WHEN 
REQUIRED 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

Lorraine 
Munroe 

To email revised 
copy of Project 
Update to all 
members 

ASAP March 23, 2006 
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