
Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Friday, April 28, 2006 
Sydney Tar Ponds Agency Boardroom 

11:30 a.m. 
 

Minutes 
 

 
Present:  Alastair MacLeod (Chairperson) 
   Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group) 
   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Chruch) 

Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction 
Trades Council) 
Robert McCharles (Sydney Area Chamber of Commerce) 
Dave Ervin (C.B. Business Labour Partnership) 
George Wheeliker for Dan Yakimchuk (C.B. Dist. Health 
Authority) 
Allen McCormick (JCI : Cape Breton) 
Valerie O’Grady (Atlantic Coastal Action Plan) 
Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 
Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 
Karen Green-MacIver (C.B. Black Employment 
Partnership Committee) 

 
Guests:  Frank Potter (Acting CEO, STPA) 

Parker Donham (Dir. of Communications & Community 
Relations, STPA) 
Ken Swain (PWGSC) 
Greg Gillis (AMEC) 

 
 
Regrets:  Keith MacDonald (Cape Breton Business Partnership) 
   Mike Buchanan (United Steel Workers of America) 
   David MacLean (N.S.C.C.) 
   Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 
   Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 
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1.  Welcome 
 
Alastair MacLeod called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  He thanked 
Parker Donham and Frank Potter for attending during such a busy time; 
referring to the upcoming panel hearings.  Alastair said that both Keith 
MacDonald and Mike Buchanan would be unable to attend.  Keith was out 
of town and Mike was attending a memorial service at the Steelworkers 
Hall; as April 28th was National Day of Mourning for all workers killed on 
the job.  Parker said that in the early days of steelmaking, people had a pretty 
cavalier attitude regarding worker’s safety on the job and added that we at 
STPA were not going to do that.  He suggested that we all take a minute of 
silence to reflect on those workers killed on the job.  (Minute of silence 
taken by committee). 
 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
 
Allen McCormick wanted to discuss further the topic of injured workers and 
workers killed on the job.  Alastair said that this could be added to other 
business and discussed at that time in the meeting.  Alastair asked if there 
had been a fixed date of monthly meetings decided and was informed by 
members that the third Thursday of each month had been decided upon. 
 
UPON MOTION and unanimously carried, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the agenda for April 28, 2006 meeting, as 
presented be approved. 
 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
MINUTES of March 23, 2006 
 
Robert McCharles said that his comment made about Earth Tech not being a 
local company was related to the direct award of the Labour Force and 
Business Capacity Study to Earth Tech.  He said that the minutes reflected 
that STPA had opened discussion with Earth Tech on this project and he said 
that this was not the message provided in the meeting.  Frank Potter said that 
STPA had initiated talks with Earth Tech, but had not indicated that we had 
signed a contract with them.  Parker said that alternative wording would be 
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used in a revised version of the minutes.  Robert also corrected the minutes 
by saying that his question to Dr. Jones was, “Would a sizable research 
endowment attract significant research interest and help to build world class 
research capacity at CBU in estuaries.”  He said her response was definitely 
yes. 
 
 ACTION REQUIRED:  A revision of the March minutes 
reflecting these changes. 
 
UPON MOTION and unanimously carried, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the minutes for March 23, 2006, as amended be 
approved. 
 
4.  Business Arising from Minutes 
 
Alastair confirmed that the action item from last month’s meeting was 
completed; therefore, there was no business to discuss. 
 
 
5.  International Day of Mourning 
 
This item had been addressed at the beginning of meeting. 
 
 
6.  Project Update 
 
Frank Potter said that this is a very exciting month coming up; both the 
Cooling Pond and Battery Point Barrier have both been tendered.   Work to 
extend the Sydney Port Access Road from the intersection of Lingan to 
Inglis St. resumed this week.  Paving will begin in the next month or so and 
be open for public access sometime in August.  This new road will go under 
the Victoria Rd. overpass, through the Harbourside Commercial Park, and 
connect with Inglis St. just north of the STPA office.  Parker Donham said 
that this road will make a huge difference in traffic patterns; people will be 
able to see the progress of the work being done on site. 
 
Marjorie Butts said that she was concerned about increased truck traffic on 
Ferry and George Streets during construction of the Battery Point Barrier.  
She said she was concerned because this was a heritage spot in Sydney; it 
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would be bad for public relations.  Parker told Marjorie that the decision to 
re-open Ferry Street was Sysco’s, and she might want to speak with them. 
He said the agency would make efforts to communicate with North End 
residents about the additional truck traffic that will occur during the Battery 
Point construction. People living along that route will be informed about 
exactly what will take place. 
 
 ACTION REQUIRED:  Alastair MacLeod requested that 
the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency look into this matter and further inform 
Marjorie Butts. 
 
 
7.  Brownfield Conference Report 
 
Francis Sirois described the Brownfield Conference he attended on April 5th 
at the Westin Nova Scotia in Halifax.  He said that he expected to hear a 
scientific version on Brownfield redevelopment, but it never happened.  He 
said that there were 10 presentations altogether and went on to describe their 
contents briefly.   He said that all presentations can be seen at 
www.gov.ns.ca/enla/contaminatedsites/forum/.  Parker thanked Francis for 
attending the conference and for speaking to the members on such short 
notice. 
 
Alastair asked the question how legal consequences are handled in the U.S. 
regarding Brownfield redevelopments.  Bill Bailey said that the 
attractiveness of Brownfields is that the land is just so valuable.  He said that 
there are three levels when speaking about Brownfields.  Level 1; there is no 
problem cleaning them up.  Level 2 – the government gets partially involved 
in the cleanup.  Level 3 is what we have here at the Steel plant; there is no 
real commercial property that can be used by industry.  Also, it is entirely up 
to the government to clean it up.  Bill said that land in Cape Breton is 
relatively cheap.  Parker said that he knew of a standard building lot on 
Victoria Road that sold for only $400.00.  Francis Sirois said that in 
Mississauga, a golf course was put onto a remediated site; they’re making 
money on what was once a big eyesore, which is encouraging to our 
situation.  Bill Bailey said that there was talk of doing something like that 
here also, but we just don’t have the population for this to happen 
successfully. 
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8.  Joint Panel Hearings 
 
Frank introduced Greg Gillis of AMEC Environmental, one of the 
consultants who will be involved in the panel hearings.  Greg said that the 
next three weeks will be very critical for this project.  It has been studied 
extensively and the panel is looking at potential impacts and how we will 
deal with them.  There is a very full schedule for the hearings and everyone 
is encouraged to attend. 
 
 ACTION ITEM:  CLC secretary to email hearing schedule 
to CLC members. 
 
Greg said the agency and its consultants have been doing mock hearings, 
going through possible questions to prepare.  He said the hearings will begin 
tomorrow morning, with the agency having an hour and a half to present to 
the panel, after which it will be questioned by the panel that day and 
Monday.  The hearings will take place at Victoria Park Armory and the 
schedule is due out sometime this afternoon.  The panel will have 55 days 
from May 19th for the completion of their report. 
 
Greg said that we have a good team of professionals assembled for these 
hearings.  He said that he has done 30 assessments previous to this and is 
very familiar with the area of Sydney and that we’ve got a good team for 
doing this successfully. 
 
Ken Swain said that the first three days of the hearings will be next 
Saturday, Monday and Tuesday.  He said that on Wednesday and Thursday, 
five federal departments consisting of Public Works Canada, Natural 
Resources, Fisheries and Oceans, Environment Canada and Health Canada 
will give presentations.  Francis Sirois asked Ken if he thought that this 
could get bogged down in court due to lawyers arguing that more time be 
given for presentations.  Ken said this is the highest level of assessment and 
has received the highest level of procedural care.  
 
Bill Bailey asked Ken what would be used for security at the hearings.  Ken 
said that the armory itself was secure; and security will be provided by the 
ranks.  The Panel members have their own separate entrance and there are 
secured rooms for the agency. The Panel can have people removed if they 
become unruly.  The hearings will not be televised, nor will recording 
devices be allowed. A court reporter will transcribe the hearings.  Francis 
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Sirois asked if there would be audio/visual presentations. Frank said Power 
Point presentations would be allowed.     
 
Bill Bailey asked how much leeway the panel will give to lawyers in 
questioning presenters.  Greg Gillis said that the panel will not tolerate 
lawyers grilling presenters.  Bill asked if legal challenges could stop the 
project. Ken Swain said that federal/provincial lawyers would deal with such 
an occurrence.  Greg Gillis said that legal challenges occurred during 
construction of Confederation Bridge, but the process went quickly. 
 
 
9.  Other Business 
 
Robert McCharles submitted his resignation from the CLC. He said he had 
fundamental differences in the approach to local economic benefits. He said 
someone else from the Chamber of Commerce would take his place. 
 
Allen McCormick brought up the topic of International Day of Mourning.  
He said that it seems that the people who have passed away on the site have 
been forgotten.  He said that Dominion and Glace Bay have monuments 
honoring miners who have passed.  Dave Ervin said that in front of the 
Steelworkers Hall, there is a monument with names of steelworkers.  
However, he said that the 315 names shown do not reflect all that died on 
the plant due to the fact that before 1950, these names were not recorded.  
Allen said he had heard that more people died on the Sysco site than in all of 
the mines in Cape Breton.  He said a mechanism should be looked into to do 
this properly and bring closure to those who died on the site.  Dave Ervin 
mentioned a plot of land here on the site would be a good spot to put the 
steelworker’s monument.  Alastair suggested that the agency take a look at 
this and speak to Mike Buchanan and Dave Ervin about it. 
 
Frank said that Vince Hall has requested if CLC Meetings could be held on 
the third Tuesday of each month, as it is be one of the few days he would be 
free.  There was no objection from the committee on this date; however, on 
the third Tuesday of May, the panel hearings would still be going on.  
Therefore, it was decided that the next meeting would be held on May 23rd. 
 
Alastair said that Keith MacDonald, who has served as Deputy Chair, has 
changed jobs and no longer represents Eco-Canada on the CLC.  The chair 
suggested that, since the CLC has operated for just over one year, the next 

 6



meeting would be a good time for the Tar Ponds Agency and the CLC 
consider membership issues for the coming year. 
 
Bill Bailey asked if we should discuss Robert McCharles’ letter regarding 
his resignation.  Alastair said that this would be discussed at the next 
meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
 
 

WHO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

WHEN 
REQUIRED 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

Lorraine Munroe A revised version 
of March 
Minutes to be 
done 

ASAP  

Sydney Tar 
Ponds Agency 

Further examine 
concerns had by 
Marjorie Butts 
regarding 
upcoming road 
construction 

ASAP  

Lorraine Munroe To email Panel 
Hearings 
schedule to CLC 
members 

ASAP May 3, 2006 

  
 

 7


