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Community Liaison Committee 

Minutes of May 15, 2007 meeting 

Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 
Menelik Hall 

88 Laurier Street 

Whitney Pier 

Noon 

 

Minutes 
 

 
Present:  Alastair MacLeod (Chair) 

Karen Green-MacIver (C.B. Black Employment Partnership Committee) 

Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group)    

   Greg Arsenault (Eco-Canada) 

Jennifer Miller (JCI: Cape Breton) 

   Dave Ervin (C.B. Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 
   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Terry Ivey (Cape Breton District Health Authority) 
 

Guests:  Frank Potter (President, STPA) 

   Wilf Kaiser (STPA) 

   Roy MacDonald (STPA)    

   John Chesal (Communications Officer, STPA) 

   Malcolm Gillis (CBRM) 

   Audrey Buchanan (Manager of Central Operations, CBRM) 

Ken Swain (PWGSC) 
Joe Sullivan (Earth Tech) 

Bruce Noble (Earth Tech) 
Dan MacDonald (CBCL) 

 

Regrets:  Keith MacDonald - Vice-Chair - (Cape Breton Partnership) 

   Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 

   David MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 

Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 

Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction Trades Council) 
Dan White (STPA) 

Eleanor Anderson (Atlantic Coastal Action Program) 
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1. Welcome 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:05.  Terry Ivey was welcomed as the new 
representative for the Cape Breton District Health Authority.  Malcolm Gillis was representing 

CBRM, due to Doug Foster’s absence.  The Chair informed members that Terry Hyisky, United 

Steelworkers of America was having difficulty attending meetings due to his work schedule. 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 
The Chair added to “Other Business” that Dave Ervin discuss his trip to the U.K. where he 

visited remediated sites. 

 
UPON MOTION and unanimously carried, it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for May 15
th

, 2007, as amended be approved. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 
 

UPON MOTION and unanimously carried, it was 
 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for April 17th, 2007, as presented be approved. 

 

 

  

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
Greg Arsenault provided three articles regarding the federal government’s responsibility to First 
Nations.  Greg agreed to electronically distribute them to members.  Ken Swain advised 

members they could also refer to the presentation made by Bernd Christmas in the transcripts of 

the Public Hearings for further information on this topic. 

 

Frank spoke on the item regarding the arrangement of an open house to address any community 

concerns with upcoming access road construction and steel sheet piling work.  Frank reiterated 

that this access road is not a new residential street and is only intended for construction traffic 

during the cleanup activities.  He indicated that the open house would likely be carried out 2 to 3 
weeks prior to the actual work taking place.  Residents would be advised of the open house by 

flyer distribution and newspaper advertisement.  It will most likely take place in late August or 

early September at St. George’s Hall. 
 

The final action item requested STPA to make a presentation to members regarding remediated 

sites visited.  Due to today’s lengthy agenda, Frank agreed to do this at the June meeting. 
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 ACTION REQUIRED:  Frank Potter to make presentation at June 

meeting regarding remediated sites visited. 

 

At July’s Meeting, Frank offered to arrange a tour of the Nova Scotia Lands Site (former 

SYSCO property), which is currently beginning stabilization/solidification of this land. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Tour of N.S. Lands Site to be given to members 

at July Meeting. 

 

Bill Bailey suggested that Holley Grant be invited to the June CLC Meeting, as it was her 

original thought for STPA to make this future site use presentation.  The Chair agreed.  

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  CLC Secretary, Lorraine to send invitation to 

Holley Grant to attend June Meeting. 

 
Karen Green-MacIver referred to the minutes where reference was made to an Equity Task Force 

being developed by STPA and asked for clarification.  Frank provided a brief explanation of the 

Task Force and suggested that Karen could speak with Dan White if she needed further details. 

 

  

5. Project and LEB Update 

 
Frank Potter summarized both the Project and Local Economic Benefits Updates that were given 

as handouts to members. 

 

Karen Green-MacIver asked why there was such a high turnover of staff at the Agency.  Frank 

explained this was due to the recent reorganization, personal choice of some staff and contractual 

reasons.  He further explained that it was not surprising since the agency is relatively new and is 

still in its formative state. 

 

Bill Bailey requested that the Economic Impact data provided from the input-output model 
regarding the execution of the design engineering contract be put into a tabular or bar graph form 

to make it easier to read.  

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Dan White to re-format Economic Impact data 

from input-output model into either tabular or bar graph form. 

 
Bill suggested debris on and around the Coke Ovens and Tar Ponds sites should be cleaned up 

before summer site tours begin.  Frank agreed.  
 

The Chair mentioned the point raised at last month’s meeting by Francis Sirois regarding the 

privileged position of the First Nation’s people seemed to be a contentious issue.  He said while 
there was no question First Nation’s people can justify a special relationship with the project, he 

felt STPA should be aware of the strong feeling of the committee that one group in our 

community was being treated differently than other groups.  Frank and Ken Swain both 
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responded to this comment by reiterating the government’s fiduciary responsibility to First 

Nations and that STPA is making every effort not to favor any one group.  
 

Karen Green-MacIver told Frank she had been speaking to Michael Noonan of the N.S. Human 

Rights Commission regarding STPA’s legal responsibility to Aboriginals.  Mr. Noonan informed 

Karen there are special circumstances to accommodate what she is trying to accomplish for 

African Nova Scotians’ participation in the project.  Frank said that STPA has been in contact 

with Mr. Noonan for the past 7 or 8 months and that he and Dan White have a conference call 

scheduled with Michael at the end of the week where they can discuss Karen’s concerns. 

 

 

6. Environmental Management Committee Update 

 
Ken Swain gave a brief overview of the Environmental Management Committee’s monthly 

tracking document, which was electronically distributed to members by CLC secretary, Lorraine 

Munroe.  He explained how it basically showed the Review Panel Recommendations with an 

implementation synopsis, which will be updated as need be.  He added that this can also be 

found on the Public Registry.  Bill Bailey thanked Ken for this saying it was very helpful. 

 

 

7. Project Explanation Presentation 

 
Roy MacDonald of STPA gave a very detailed PowerPoint presentation to the committee, 

explaining step-by-step how the project would be carried out.   

 

Francis Sirois inquired about the groundwater flow against the diversion walls and what would 

become of it.  Roy said Earth Tech would be conducting a Groundwater Sampling Program that 

would fully characterize groundwater movement. 

 

Bill Bailey requested an electronic copy of this presentation. 
 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Electronic copy of project presentation to be sent 

to Bill Bailey. 

 

 

8. Design Engineer Presentation 

 
Joe Sullivan of Earth Tech gave an information presentation regarding the design engineer’s 
perspective of the project.   

 

Francis Sirois asked if unstable subsurfaces, such as various holes on Coke Ovens 4 and 5 would 
be taken care of properly.  Frank told him this would be looked at during the Coke Ovens 

capping design stage; mainly the batteries would be assessed, as well as any other unsafe 

subsurface conditions.   
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9. JAG 4 Kids Website 

 
Bill Bailey told members the topic of the JAG 4 Kids Website, no longer an active site, was 
brought up in discussion with Andrew Lynk regarding school children’s accessing information 

on the Tar Ponds.  He asked if this site could be reactivated as it would be an asset to the schools.  

John Chesal agreed this would be a worthwhile thing to do, including trying to pique the interest 

of the School Board.  STPA summer students would work on designing this website and 

handouts with age-appropriate material for kids.  Francis Sirois said he had previously been 

asked by Parker to update this website, which he has done.  However, at the time, STPA was re-

vamping its own website and this thought was forgotten.  John told Francis to send along 

whatever information he had and he would review it. 
 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Francis Sirois to send updated JAG 4 Kids 

information to John Chesal for review. 

 
Ken Swain added that before the Public Hearings, PWGSC hosted an environmental workshop 

for Sydney Academy which dealt with Solving Complex Environmental Problems.  He said the 

information gathered from this workshop can be made available for anyone. 

 

10. Data Access 

 
Bill Bailey said CBU students doing research are looking to access as much raw data as possible 
on the Coke Ovens.  He wanted to know what kind of access to this information would they have 

and who they should talk to in order to acquire it.  Frank told him that Harvey Johnson, Dean of 

Research at CBU has already requested this data and STPA is currently reviewing that request.  

Bill asked to be copied on Frank’s reply to Harvey regarding this, to which Frank agreed. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED:  Frank Potter to copy Bill Bailey in responding to 

information request by Harvey Johnson regarding Coke Ovens data base access. 

 

11. Other Business 

 
Dave Ervin said during the recent workshop hosted by CBCL, he was introduced to Bill Cairns 

of CBCL who lives in Scotland.  After the workshop, Dave gave a copy of information on the 

history of the Steel plant to Bill.  On a recent vacation to Scotland, Dave got in touch with Bill, 

who took him on a tour of various cleanup sites of the U.K., which he found to be very 

impressive.  Information regarding this which Dave had with him was given to Lorraine to be 

scanned and electronically distributed to members. Frank and Alastair also indicated articles in 

Canadian Reclamation and MacLean’s Magazine regarding remediation sites that would be 
scanned and distributed to members. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Lorraine Munroe to scan Dave’s information on 

remediated sites in Scotland including similar magazine articles and distribute to members 

electronically. 
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12. Adjournment 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

 

13. Action Items 

 

 

WHO ACTION REQUIRED DEADLINE DONE 

Frank Potter 

To make presentation at June 

meeting regarding remediated sites 
visited.  (Action carried over) 

 
June 19, 2007 

 

STPA 
To give tour of N.S. Lands Site to 

members at July meeting. 
 June 19, 2007 

Lorraine Munroe 
To send invitation to Holley Grant to 

attend June meeting. 
 May 17, 2007 

Dan White 
To re-format Economic Impact Data 
from input-output model into either 

tabular or bar graph form. 

 June 19, 2007 

Roy MacDonald 

Electronic copy of Project 

Explanation presentation to be given 

to Bill Bailey 

 May 18, 2007 

Francis Sirois 

To send updated JAG 4 Kids 

information to John Chesal for 
review. 

  

Frank Potter  

To cc Bill Bailey in response to 

information request by Harvey 

Johnson of CBU regarding Coke 

Ovens data base access. 

 May 25, 2007 

Lorraine Munroe 

To scan and distribute Dave Ervin’s 

information on remediated sites in 

Scotland, along with similar 

magazine articles to members. 

 May 16, 2007 

 


