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Community Liaison Committee 
Minutes of October 16, 2007 meeting 

Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 16, 2007 

STPA Boardroom 

1 Inglis Street 

Sydney 

Noon 

 

Minutes 
 

 
Present Reps:  Alastair MacLeod - Chair  

Francis Sirois (Joint Action Group)    

   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

   Dave Ervin (C.B. Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

   Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society)  

Greg Arsenault (Eco-Canada) 

   David MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

Curt Knowles (Atlantic Coastal Action Program) 

Kevin MacDonald (C.B. Island Building & Construction Trades Council)  

Jennifer White (JCI: Cape Breton) 

 

 

Guests:  Frank Potter (President, STPA) 

Dan White (Eco. Ben. & Planning Coordinator, STPA) 

   Tanya Collier MacDonald (Communications Officer, STPA) 

   Ken Swain (Federal Project Mgr., PWGSC) 

   Doug Foster (Director of Planning, CBRM) 

    

    

Regrets:  Karen Green MacIver (African Nova Scotian Employment Centre) 

Keith MacDonald – Vice Chair - (Cape Breton Partnership)  

Terry Ivey (Cape Breton District Health Authority)  

   Kevin MacDonald (CBRM) 

Doug MacDonald (North End Neighborhood Watch) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 

Vince Hall (Cape Breton Regional Municipality) 
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1. Welcome 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm.  He presented Jennifer White (formerly 

Miller) with a card on behalf of the committee, congratulating her on her recent marriage.  A 

sympathy card for former member, Bill Bailey, who recently lost his brother, was passed around 

the table to be signed. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 
Frank Potter said the committee’s Christmas Meeting will be discussed in ‘Other Business’. 

 
UPON MOTION by David MacLean and seconded by Dave Ervin, it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for October 16
th

, 2007, as presented, be approved. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 
Minor word changes were made to the minutes. 

 

UPON MOTION by Francis Sirois and seconded by Jennifer White, it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for September 18
th

, 2007, as amended, be approved. 

 

  

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
The Chair reviewed action items and their status. 

 

Regarding the item to invite Barry McCallum to a future meeting, Frank Potter said perhaps 

January meeting would be doable and he would follow up with Barry. 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED: Francis Sirois to supply address for Barry McCallum to 

Frank Potter for follow-up. 

 

Frank Potter said that an invitation was sent to the IE to attend a future meeting, which may be in 

November. 

 

 

5. Open House Report 

 
Tanya Collier MacDonald showed members some photos of the Grand Opening of the Cleanup 

Connection and CLC Open House on October 9
th

.  Although it was a very cold and windy day, 
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the event was a great success.  Members who attended agreed, adding that having school 

children present contributed largely to its success. 

 
 

6. PMC Meeting Report re: CLC Reporting 

 
The Chair told members that the purpose of this meeting, held in Halifax, was to report on the 

CLC’s stewardship and areas of responsibilities.  Tanya Collier MacDonald showed and 

summarized the PMC presentation for CLC members. 

 

Ken Kimbley said the CLC should put more emphasis on Future Site Use, believing we could 

generate more interest.  Francis Sirois added that future site use largely depends on CBCL’s 

completion of the Port-To-Port study.  Ken Swain said that PWGSC has had a series of meetings 

on this study. Their particular interest is with the Coke Ovens and Tar Ponds Sites.  He said they 

expect to see a copy of the completed report shortly.  It was explained during panel hearings that 

the future end use should be a mixture of recreational, commercial, and light industrial.  

7. Project Update 

 
Frank Potter summarized project update handouts.  The Chair asked if STPA had any requests 

for tours to be given to cruise ship passengers. Tanya Collier MacDonald said there have not 

been any requests.  This is difficult as there are no tour buses available on these particular days 

for the Agency’s use.  

 

 

8. Local Economic Benefits Update 

 
Dan White summarized handouts on the local economic benefits update.  Greg Arsenault asked 

if there have been any discussions regarding academic research being done on the site for the 

duration of the project, including funding.  Frank Potter said STPA has an informal working 

group chaired through CBU’s School of Science and Technology Dean Allen Britten.  The 

Agency funded Dr. Martha Jones of CBU, who has done some fish research in the tar ponds, as 

well, the university has done some data management cataloguing for the Agency.  The Agency is 

also funding some PhD research through the university (Bill Bailey).  Paul MacDougall, of CBU 

is currently at the University of Alberta working on his thesis on biological aspects of the site.   

 
Ken Swain said that the federal government has received several proposals from CBU over the 

years.  Some work must be done to firm up the strategic direction of these proposals.  PWGSC 

had met at the beginning of August with several provincial deputy ministers and some heads of 

Crown corporations to discuss a more focused proposal from CBU.  Another meeting is planned 

for the near future to continue to move that along.  There is interest in developing a specific 

initiative; whether it will be a centre of excellence or data management service to monitor other 

remediation projects. 

 

Dan White added that STPA has also facilitated discussions between CBU and Earth Tech, as 

there is some research embodied in the execution of the design engineering contract.  These 
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discussions have gone well and there may be some agreement in principle on where the 

university can provide some of the research components that are being considered in the 

contract. 

 

Ken Swain said PWGSC has recently made a commitment at the PMC level that by March 31, 

2013, we would enter into an agreement federally and provincially to articulate the plan for 25 

years of environmental monitoring.  David MacLean said the NSCC completed $18 million of 

research last year; the most of any community college in Canada and has a great history in 

applied research.  He told Ken Swain that NSCC would be interested in working with PWGSC in 

any areas of research pertaining to this monitoring. 

 

9. Environmental Management Committee Update 

 
Ken Swain summarized the distributed EMC update. 

 

10. Cost-Share Agreement Finalization 

 
Ken Swain distributed binders of the completed Cost Share Agreement and briefly explained its 

contents.  Francis Sirois, who was given a French version of this, requested to have an English 

version sent to him electronically. 

 

 

 ACTION REQUIRED: An English version of completed Cost-Share Agreement 

to be emailed to Francis Sirois by Lorraine Munroe. 

 

Greg Arsenault said he didn’t see anything in the budget for future site use.  Ken Swain told him 

that it is included in either the construction budget or funding allocated to the panel 

recommendations. 

 

 

11. Brook Channels in Tar Ponds 

 
Frank Potter said that last winter there was a drill rig out on the ponds drilling in the main area 

where the sheet piling was to be placed.  What was discovered during this geotechnical testing 

was that the silty, clay-like material was more sand-like.  As a result, it lacked structural strength, 

which meant the design for the steel sheet piling wall would be altered.  Due to the increased 

cost this would incur, Earth Tech was directed to look at alternate options for the Agency to look 

at.   

 

12. Other Business 

 
Frank Potter said the Christmas Dinner for the CLC will be held on December 18

th
 at the Royal 

Cape Breton Yacht Club.  As is the tradition, the agenda would be very short. 
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13. Adjournment 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 

 

14. Action Items 

 

 

WHO ACTION REQUIRED DEADLINE DONE 

Francis Sirois 

To supply address for Barry 

McCallum to Frank Potter for 

follow-up. 

 

 October 16, 2007 

Lorraine Munroe 

An English version of completed 

Cost Share Agreement to be 

emailed to Francis Sirois.  

 

 
October 29, 2007 

 

STPA 

To include key project schedules in 

the next edition of the Cleanup 

Times. 

 

December 

2007 
 

Chair 

To add to future meeting agenda 

discussion regarding other CLC 

committees.  As well, take a look at 

our present Terms of Reference for 

possible improvements. 

 

November 

2007 
 

Frank Potter 

Find out Barry McCallum’s 

availability to attend future CLC 

meeting to share his own CLC 

experiences. 

October 2007  

Frank Potter & 

Roger Larkin 

To look at design schedule to give 

members briefing on milestones. 

November 

2007 
 

Frank Potter 

To supply copy of Bench Scale 

Report & plan for Pilot Scale for 

solidification for Francis Sirois 

when completed. 

Ongoing  

 


